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NERC Knowledge for Wildfire, 3rd wildfire@manchester KE event
Linking fire ecology and fire risk:  
Understanding the first helps plan for the second
Keynote speaker: 
Brian Oswald

Regents and Joe C. Denman Professor of Forestry, Arthur Temple College of Forestry and Agriculture, Stephen F. Austin State University (SFASU), Texas, USA; 
President of the Association for Fire Ecology
Discussion: 
Led by practitioner community
Hanson Room, Humanities Bridgeford Street Building1, University of Manchester
12 June 2014
1:15 – 4:30 PM 
Most fire risk assessments evaluate current conditions and predict potential fire behaviour, but what about the post-fire environment?   Prof. Oswald draws on examples from his research in the USA and the Netherlands to demonstrate how an understanding of fire ecology can help us determine how plant communities will respond to wildfire. Combined with information on vegetation management, it can help estimate how long before the same hazardous conditions return.  

Any effort to predict potential wildfire behaviour and effects from computer models should be based on real on-the-ground data.  A recent collaboration between SFASU and Emergency Agencies in the Netherlands is attempting to provide these agencies with the data needed.  The first stage, completed in 2012, resulted in a photo guide for the Veluwe Region in central Netherlands that can be used by managers, fire fighters, and other stakeholders to compare visual impressions with estimated fire behaviour. The second stage, concluded last autumn, will produce a similar photo guide for the coastal dunes.  The team is also conducting investigations in peatlands in Northumberland, UK. 

1.  http://documents.manchester.ac.uk/display.aspx?DocID=6507 (building number 35). 

Format
Keynote, followed by discussion session, which will be led by practitioners (format to be confirmed).  Afterwards, there will be an opportunity for further networking over a glass or wine or soft drink.

Who should attend?  

Anyone with an interest in managing or studying vegetation fire, whether wildfire or prescribed burning.  We especially encourage practitioners and policy-makers to attend – fire-fighters, land managers, rangers and nature conservation sector, amongst others.  

To attend
Places are limited for this free event, which is sponsored by NERC.  To reserve a place, fill in the form on the next page, or download it from www.kfwf.org.uk. 
Email completed forms to Debra.whitehead@manchester.ac.uk as soon as possible and not later than 12 May 2014. 

Provisional programme

1:15
Registration desk opens. 

1:30
Keynote; Brian Oswald 

Regents and Joe C. Denman Professor of Forestry, Arthur Temple College of Forestry and Agriculture, Stephen F. Austin State University (SFASU), Texas, USA; President of the Association for Fire Ecology
2:30
Tea/coffee break.
2:45
Discussion
3:15
Plenary
3:45
Networking in foyer of Humanities Bridgeford Street building (next to Hanson Room).  Soft drink or wine provided.

4:30
Close 

Updates will be posted on www.kfwf.org.uk and via Twitter @kfwf_manchester
REGISTRATION FORM

NERC Knowledge for Wildfire, 3rd wildfire@manchester KE event

Linking fire ecology and fire risk:  
Understanding the first helps plan for the second
Keynote speaker: Dr Brian Oswald (SFASU Texas)
Discussants: from the practitioner community (TBA)
Hanson Room, Humanities Bridgeford Street Building1, University of Manchester
12 June 2014
1:15 – 4:30 PM 
The event is sponsored by NERC through the Knowledge for Wildfire project, and is free to attend.  Tea/coffee will be available during the afternoon.  The session will be followed by an informal networking reception with wine/soft drinks.

Please reserve me a place at the seminar:

Name: 

_______________________________________________________________

Organisation:
_______________________________________________________________

Postal Address: ______________________________________________________________



_______________________________________________________________

Post Code: 
_____________


Tel: _____________________________ 

e-Mail: 

_______________________________________________________________
Job sector (e.g. land manager, fire service, nature conservation, academic): ______________



______________________________________________________________
I also expect to attend the post-seminar networking reception (tick as appropriate):
[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.jpg]     Yes
       No
Places are limited so please register as soon as possible by returning this form no later than 12 May 2014 to:
debra.whitehead@manchester.ac.uk
School of Environment, Education and Development, 

Tel: +44 (0)161 275 2821
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